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attacks are constantly renewed by the ceaseless ice stream from the 
northwest, and this goes on uninterruptedly for a month or more." l 
Similar results elsewhere have been frequently recorded, as those of 
Professor Milne in Newfoundland. 2 

While the power of glaciers, under favorable conditions, to 
abrade and scratch rock surfaces, as "sand -paper" scratches "a cab- 
inet," is not questioned ; yet these observations, in Norway and else- 
where in high latitudes, all confirm the correctness of the verdict 
given by many geologists — especially in Europe — who have had 
the opportunity of personally studying living glaciers, that the 
potency of land-glaciers to act as great eroding agents, capable of 
" planing down half a continent," or ploughing out great valleys, 
or lake-basins, or even of greatly modifying them, is not only not 
proved, but most strongly negatived. Even the power of glaciers 
to abrade is reduced in many cases almost to zero. 
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EDITORS: B. D. COPE AND J. S. KINGSLEY. 

European governments give more attention to the preservation 
of their ancient and prehistoric monuments than does the United 
States. This may arise, partly, from the increased interest upon 
that subject among their officials and people ; or, partly, from the 
differences in our form of government. Whatever may be the 
cause, our government and our people, unless they improve their 
present methods in this direction, will find cause for regret in 
after years, when the prehistoric monuments of our country 
shall have been destroyed and their contents scattered without 
a record, when it will be too late to remedy the neglect. 

The French government has passed several laws upon this sub- 
ject. It has established a commission under the direction of 
the Minister of Public Instruction and Fine Arts, charged with 
the duty of the supervision of these monuments throughout the 
Republic. These laws only provided for the procuration of the 
title to land by gift or purchase. Some of the land-holders took 

' Notes on Some Geological Features of the Northeastern Coast of 
Labrador, Can. Nat. 1878. 
8 Ice and Ice Action, Newfoundland, Geol. Mag., 1876. 
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advantage of this and increased their price beyond what was fair 
and reasonable, and now the French government has met them 
with a decree, authorizing the State to acquire by expropriation the 
land on which these monuments are situated, principally in the 
Commune of Carnac, Department of Morlehan. 

Many of the monuments have already been acquired ; have been 
restored to their original condition, surrounded by a fence, where 
practicable, for the necessary preservation. This has been done 
under the supervision of M. Felix Gaillard, archaeologist of 
Plouharnel. 

Those to be added under the decree, above mentioned, will be 
the great alignments of Menec, of Kermario and of Kerlescan ; 
the great tumulus of Saint-Michel, that of Moustier, of Crucuny 
and of Kerlescan. Also six Menhirs and six Dolmens. 

It is believed that under the operation of this law the present 
proprietors will yield, and that the State will acquire, by purchase, 
all the monuments of this kind within the commune. When 
these are restored and put in proper condition, this commune will 
be one of the most attractive in all France, and the American 
tourist, interested in prehistoric archaeology, will feel it as much a 
necessity to visit it as to visit Paris. — T. W. 
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A Review op Mr. Lydekkeb's Arrangement of the 
Mesozoic Mammalia (Cat. Foss. Mamm., British Museum, Part 
V., 1887). — Mr. Lydekker places all the Mesozoic mammalia 
among the Marsupialia, not admitting that there is sufficient weight 
in the close analogy between the dentition of the Stylodontidse and 
Chrysochlorida? to support a reference of this family to the Insec- 
tivora. The genera included under the sub-order Multituberculata 
of Cope are provisionally embraced in the Diprotodontia (p. 195,) 
while all the remaining forms with numerous small incisors are 
placed with the Polyprotodontia. I agree with the author that the 
systematic position of the Multituberculata forms, such as Plagiau- 
lax, Tritylodon and Polymastodon must be left, in a measure, pro- 
visional until additional material is obtained ; but at present, in my 
opinion, the balance of evidence necessitates their separation from 
the Diprotodonts. The most striking feature of both these groups 
is the hypertrophy of a pair of incisors in each jaw ; but, so far as 
a close comparison of these incisors in the fossil and recent forms is 



